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ArtsFest 2015 features new “Chopped” competition
STUART, FL – This year atfFest, guests will enjoy a new culinary arts competition.  Stuart Chopped, a spinoff of the popular television series on the Food Network Channel, will feature Chef Mark Mueller and three other local chefs as they faceoff in a live cooking competition.
Chef Mark Mueller of Ellie’s Deli and Marks Catering has played a key role in the planning committee of ArtsFest for the past four years, and this year the committee decided to expand the popular arts festival with a culinary arts component.

“The Arts Council has been honored to partner with Chef Mark Muller for several years, with ArtsFest,” said Nancy Turrell, Executive Director of the Arts Council of Martin County.  “We have had the idea of incorporating the culinary arts into ArtsFest over the past several years, and this year, with Chef Mark’s help and the help of several local food vendors, we are able to bring a new and exciting component to the arts community.”

Mueller will face off with local chefs Jake Reynolds, Steve Burst, and Eric Grutka – cooking live onstage from a box of mystery ingredients.  New England Seafood and Ground Floor Farms will prepare the mystery boxes, and each chef will receive a basic set of spices, cooking utensils, and a cooking station along with their mystery box to prepare a winning meal.

ArtsFest 2015, presented by The Arts Council of Martin County, will take place on Saturday, March 28 from 10am-6pm and Sunday, March 29 from 10am-5pm on East Ocean Blvd at Memorial Park in downtown Stuart.
The Stuart Chopped competition will take place on Sunday at 1:00pm on the main stage.  Morning Host Larry McKay from Coast 101.3 will emcee the competition.  On Saturday, Chef Mark, in conjunction with Ground Floor Farms, will host live “farm to table” demonstrations near the food vendor area.
Also new to the ArtsFest this year is a green market with local vendors offering fresh produce, spices, honey’s plants and other home grown delicacies.  Chef Mark has organized all of the local food vendors that will be offering the best culinary selections in South Florida.
The two-day arts festival kicks off with an ArtsFest After Dark party on Friday, March 27 from 7:00pm-11:00pm.  The kick-off party features a juried pop up art show and live entertainment.  Advance tickets are available for $35 per person and include paella paired with sangria or a craft beer of your choice.

Sponsorships and tickets are on sale now for both ArtsFest and ArtsFest After Dark at www.martinarts.org.

For information on sponsorship opportunities, community booth applications, and artists, please visit www.martinarts.org or call 772-287-6676 x3.
###
The Arts Council of Martin County is the local arts agency for Martin County. The Arts Council provides services to visual and performing artists, arts organizations, students and the public and strives to instill a passion for and participation in the arts. For more information, please call 772-287-6676 or visit www.martinarts.org.  

The Arts Council is sponsored in part by the Florida Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment of the Arts, the City of Stuart, Martin Board of County Commissioners, and private contributions.
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