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Nancy Turrell, Executive Director – 287-6676
mARTies Awards Announced
What:

mARTies Awards
When:

February 28, 2014
Where:
Pittenger Center
Stuart, Florida:  Two hundred guests gathered to celebrate the 8th mARTies Awards celebrating both professional and student achievement in the visual and performing arts on February 13 within the courtyard of St Mary’s and Pittenger Center, Stuart.  The Starry Night theme, with a nod to Van Gogh, was the back drop to a picture perfect evening presented by the Arts Council of Martin County. 

With each mARTies celebration the Arts Council board selects some very remarkable named award recipients. These award winners have demonstrated their leadership, their passion and commitment to the arts. 
· Lifetime Achievement in the Arts: Jane Davis Doggett

· Arts Leadership Award: Ron Hart

· Excellence in Arts Education: Bridget Glass
· Philanthropy in the Arts: Frances Langford Foundation

The mARTies committee also entertains nominations from the community in several categories.  Those nominees were honored and recipients were announced in each category:

· Volunteer in the Arts: Francine Beckstead 

· Outstanding Visual Artist: Jane Blatt

· Outstanding Digital Media Artist: Mitch Kloorfain

· Outstanding Performing Artist: Terry Barber

With gratitude to a gift from Lesser, Lesser Landy & Smith and the State of the Arts License Plate program, the student awards were accompanied by $500 scholarships:

· Outstanding Student Digital Media Artist: Amanda Wind

· Outstanding Student Visual Artist: Christina Perez 

· Outstanding Student Performing Artists: Spencer Ballantyne and Kevin Paul

The Arts Council of Martin County is a 501(c)3 non-profit membership organization that supports the arts and artists.  Revenues from events benefit both the artists and the Arts Council to support the on-going programs of the Council including arts information activities, arts education programs for youth and support for artists and arts organizations. The Arts Council and the Court House Cultural Center Gallery are located at 80 E. Ocean Boulevard, Stuart, Florida.  For information visit the Arts Council website at www.martinarts.org or call 772-287-6676. 
​___________________________________________________________________________
The Arts Council is sponsored in part by the Florida Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts Council, City of Stuart, Martin County Board of County Commissioners, and private contributions.






###
Photo identifications:
1. Photo by Thomas Winter #3701:  Student Nominees left to right:  Amanda Wind, Emily Vitale, Julia Roberts, Tessa Pray, Mia Pray, Christina Perez, Kevin Paul, Sarah Mennuto, Zach Kenny, Victoria Hadel, Lauren Gawel, Elora Fucigna, Simone Fladung, and Spencer Ballantyne

2. Photo by Tom Bollinger #7254: Bryan Garner, Celebrity Master of Ceremonies, and Jane Blatt, Outstanding Visual Artist

3. Photo by Tom Bollinger #6530:  Marties Committee Co-Chair, Nancy Scully, and Rhonda Bollinger

4. Photo by Tom Bollinger #6598: Artist group to celebrate Jane Blatt--Cynthia Lay, Valerie Ambrose, Sally Pearson, Jane Blatt, Nancy Rad, Kendra Deltano, Carol Kepp, Ruthann Hewson at the Marties reception in the courtyard before the presentation of the awards.

5. Photo by Tom Bollinger #6629:  Hank Gonzalez, Arts Council Board Member; Clint Starling, Arts Council ArtsFest Manager; and Nicki Schoonover, Vice Chair, Arts Council Board of Directors, attendees of the Marties.
6. Photo by Tom Bollinger #6584: Lisa Young, Arts Council Board Chairperson; and husband Bob Townsend; and Jane Blatt, Marties Outstanding Visual Artist at the Marties Awards.
7. Photo by Tom Bollinger #6587:  Simone Fladung, Student Performing Artist Nominee; Spenser Ballantyne, Outstanding Student Performing Artist Marties Award: and Melody Fladung, Simone’s mother.
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