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Cristina de la Vega named Artsfest 2015 featured artist
STUART, FL – Cristina de la Vega has been named the featured artist for Artsfest 2015.  Artsfest, presented by The Arts Council of Martin County, will take place on Saturday, March 28 from 10am-6pm and Sunday, March 29 from 10am-5pm on East Ocean Blvd at Memorial Park in downtown Stuart.

Cristina de la Vega’s experience of life has always happened in light and color, texture and shape; her memories of Cuba—where she was born, from which she emigrated in 1961—are the depth and variety of its lushness, greens upon greens; the red and black of the earth, loamy and gorgeous. Most of her life has been spent under the vast Florida sky: amid the cane fields of Belle Glade in the early 60’s, surrounded by the wide open space of the everglades, along or near the Indian River for almost forty years. It is through these images that she remembers the moments of her life most clearly and with these images that she attempts to communicate through her work.
Through her artwork, de la Vega seeks to articulate the beauty that exists randomly in nature, seemingly without reason; the way that layers of trees and brush and grass fall into and crowd out one another, how the light filters through, the way the clouds hang heavy and overwhelm the sky.   
De la Vega’s work will be on display at the 28th annual Artsfest, along with a juried exhibition of 125+ outstanding fine artists.  This year, nearly 70 artists will be new to the festival, offering plenty of exciting new elements to the show.

Artsfest 2015 will also feature live entertainment, artist demonstrations, and interactive art activities for youth.  This year’s festival will also include a chalk art showcase and a local green market.
The two-day arts festival kicks off with an ArtsFest After Dark party on Friday, March 27 from 7:00pm-11:00pm.  The kick-off party features a juried pop up art show and live entertainment.  Advance tickets are available for $35 per person and include paella paired with sangria or a craft beer of your choice.

Sponsorships and tickets are on sale now for both Artsfest and Artsfest After Dark at www.martinarts.org.

For information on sponsorship opportunities, community booth applications, and artists, please visit www.martinarts.org or call 772-287-6676 x3.
###
The Arts Council of Martin County is the local arts agency for Martin County. The Arts Council provides services to visual and performing artists, arts organizations, students and the public and strives to instill a passion for and participation in the arts. For more information, please call 772-287-6676 or visit www.martinarts.org.  

The Arts Council is sponsored in part by the Florida Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment of the Arts, the City of Stuart, Martin Board of County Commissioners, and private contributions.
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