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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE					March 20, 2013

CONTACT:	NANCY TURRELL (772) 287-6676
		Executive Director, Arts Council of Martin County
					   80 E. Ocean Boulevard
					   Stuart, Florida 34994
					   nturrell@martinarts.org

 
 Discover The Artist Within at ArtsFest!

March 20, 2013, Stuart, Florida - The Arts Council of Martin County invites the community to ArtsFest 2013, March 23rd & 24th from 10am to 5pm daily in Memorial Park, Stuart, Florida.

This year, guests of ArtsFest will not only be able to enjoy a true Celebration of the Arts, but will also be Find the Artists Within Themselves while at the event.  

For the first time, ArtsFest will host an Artist Workshop/Demo Area on-site both days of the festival.  Throughout the day, for a nominal fee ($ 5 - $10 depending on supplies needed) guests can participate in an interactive workshop hosted by Jerry’s Artarama Professionals featuring hands-on experiences.  All fees collected will be donated to the Arts Council of Martin County on behalf of Jerry’s Artarama.  

Jim Simoneau, Arts Council of Martin County Board Member, Past President   and this year’s Artist Relations Chairman for ArtsFest, reports, “We are very excited to offer this opportunity to our attendees.  This is exactly what the Arts Council is about, inspiring participation and a passion for the Arts in our community.”

[bookmark: _GoBack] For those not interested in attending an informal workshop on-site, just head East to the KreARTivity Korner at ArtsFest and you’ll find plenty of hands-on art projects waiting for your participation.  And, almost all of them are FREE!  Macaroni Kid-Stuart Owner and ArtsFest Kids Area Chairwoman, Brinley Johnson, explains, “We wanted an area where kids, families and those of us who are forever kids at heart, could imagine and create art hands-on.”  

The KreARTivity Korner is based on Local National Award Winning Illustrator and Writer, Janeen Mason’s OCEAN COMMOTION Book Series.   Local arts groups including Artistic Refuge, Children’s Services Council, GFWC Hobe Sound Women’s Club, Kids Need More Art, Stuart Ceramics, Stuart Macaroni Kid and the Visionary School of the Arts have all partnered with ArtsFest to create Art Stations for guests to enjoy.

Some of the KreARTivity Korner creations will even be displayed in various buildings and businesses throughout the community through an Art in Public Places campaign after ArtsFest is over. 
###
The Arts Council is the designated local arts agency for Martin County. The Arts Council provides services to visual and performing artists, arts organizations, students and the public and strives to instill a passion for and participation in the arts. For more information, please call 772-287-6676 or visit www.martinarts.org.  

The Arts Council is sponsored in part by the Florida Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment of the Arts, the City of Stuart, Martin County Board of County Commissioners, and private contributions.
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