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ArtsFest Award winners announced

Stuart, FL, April 13, 2012 – During the Arts Council’s 25th annual ArtsFest, held March 24 and 25 along East Ocean Boulevard in downtown Stuart, attendees had the chance to select their favorite artist by participating in the People’s Choice Award. Ballots were cast over the two-day event and tallied for an overall score. This year’s first place winner was Di St Jacques-Blue, featuring garden art.  This is the second year in a row St. Jacques-Blue won the People’s Choice Award.  

In addition to the People’s Choice Award, the artists also receive highly coveted judges’ awards.  The 2012 Best of Show winner was the team of Len and Debbie Marucci.  First place awards were given to Kevin Liang (painting), Patricio Ferrira (jewelry), Nina Gelardi (mixed media), George Rhodes (photography), John Starpoli (ceramics), Inna Poole (fiber), Don Patrick (wood), Douglas Becker (glass), Leslie Peebles (drawing/graphics), Di St. Jacques Blue (garden art), and Sandra Jenney (sculpture).

Second place awards were presented to Michael Weber (painting) and Steven Kolodny (jewelry).  Judges Awards of Merit were earned by Lisa Svedberg (jewelry), Lisa Davin (jewelry), Kimberly Gibbs (jewelry), Marvin Bower (fiber), Linda Apriletti (painting) and Jean Yao (fiber).

The Arts Council congratulates winners and thanks those that participated in the contest.   
More than 150 talented artists from across the country lined East Ocean Boulevard to celebrate a weekend filled with fine arts, interactive entertainment and support the Arts Council’s largest fundraiser of the year. Artists are selected through a careful application review process by qualified judges—ensuring a high-end selection of gifted artists with quality creations. Funds raised through both ArtsFest support the on-going programs of the Arts Council including arts information activities, arts education programs for youth and support for artists and arts organizations. 

ArtsFest 2012 would not have been possible without the support from all of the wonderful volunteers and generous sponsors. Major sponsors included Channel 5 News, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers, Dunn Capital Management, and Waste Management.
ArtsFest 2013 will be held on March 23 and 24.  

About the Arts Council
The Arts Council is the designated local arts agency for Martin County. The Arts Council provides services to visual and performing artists, arts organizations, students and the public and strives to instill a passion for and participation in the arts. For more information, please call 772-287-6676 or visit www.martinarts.org.  The Arts Council is sponsored in part by the Florida Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Arts, the City of Stuart, Martin County Board of County Commissioners, and private contributions.

People’s Choice winner featuring garden art, Di St Jacques Blue
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Best of Show winners, Len & Debbie Marucci
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