
MartinArts Mission: Inspire participation and passion for the arts! 

The Arts Council, Inc. (d.b.a. MartinArts) 
Board Meeting Agenda  
Thursday, October 22 @ 5:30 PM 
Location: Court House Cultural Center Gallery 
Board Members: Andrew Hammond, Suzy Hutcheson, Chandler Josie, Leslie Judd, Marie 
Jureit-Beamish, Nerissa Okiye, Nicki van Vonno  

Ex-Officio Members: Laura Giobbi, Nancy Johnson, Stacey Hetherington, Ed Ciampi, Amy 
Pritchett, (Foundation Rep, TBD) 

1. Welcome & Attendance Okiye 

2. Approve Minutes from July 2026 (enc. p 3-4)

3. New Business
a. Presentation of Quarterly Metrics Report Staff 
b. Volunteer Handbook Development Approval (enc. separately sent) Hutcheson 
c. Access to the Arts – Good News Travels Josie 

4. Financial Report (enc. p 5-11) Hammond 

5. Committee, Project & Partner Reports
a. Court House Cultural Center Gallery Updates

i. Sunset Concerts
ii. Art Talks & Special Programs (Member’s Market)

b. Arts Education Updates
i. NEA Grant re SHS Turrell 

c. MartinArts Magazine Update Turrell 

6. Executive Director’s & Staff Updates
a. Grants Update Turrell 

i. Publix and Golden Grants for Arts Ed
ii. Division of Arts & Culture – General Program Support

b. Foundation News & Updates
i. Art for Living Calendar Hutcheson 
ii. ArtsFest Update Hearn 
iii. MartinArts Awards (Nov 15, 2026) Hearn 
iv. 50th Anniversary Planning Jureit-Beamish 
v. Stuart High School Update Turrell 

c. Other News

7. Chairman’s Comments & Updates Okiye 
a. Review Events & Meetings Dates (page 2)

8. Comments from the Public

9. Adjourn



Event & Meeting Dates 
 

Board Meetings January 25, 
2027 

April 22, 2027 July 22, 2027 October 28, 2027 

Event Calendar 
Member’s Showcase September 9-

October 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art for Living 
Calendar 
Unveiling 

This exhibition highlights the diverse talents of MartinArts 
Member Artists, featuring a wide range of styles, media, and 
creative expressions that reflect the vibrant artistic 
community in Martin County. 
Arts Education Fundraiser - A special collection of original 
works by our members will be available for purchase, with all 
proceeds supporting arts education programs. 
 
Tuesday, October 27, 5:30-7PM 

The National 
Association of 
Women Artists: 
“Fragility of Florida’s 
Ecosystems" 

Exhibit Dates: 
November 10 - 
December 19, 
2026 
 
Opening 
Reception: 
Friday, 
November 13 | 
5:30-7PM 
 

Experience Florida’s wild beauty through art. This unique 
exhibition features original works inspired by the state’s 
endangered plants and animals, from the elusive Florida 
Panther to the rare Ghost Orchid. 
 
The exhibition will showcase artwork by members of the 
Florida Chapter of the National Association of Women 
Artists (NAWA), highlighting the creative talents of artists 
who are passionate about both the arts and environmental 
stewardship. 
 
Designed in a cohesive vertical format, selected pieces will 
become part of a collectible 52-card playing deck celebrating 
Florida’s extraordinary natural heritage. Proceeds from card 
sales will support The Friends of the Everglades and their 
mission to protect, preserve, and promote awareness of 
Florida’s fragile ecosystems. 
 
Recurring Events 

Sunset Concert at 
the Gallery 
(2nd Tues., 5:30PM) 

November 10 
“Songs of Honor 
and 
Thanksgiving” 

December 8 
@ the Barn  
“A Festival of 
Flutes for 
Christmas” 

January 12 
“Jazz in the Gallery”  

February 9 
“A Celebration of 
Love for 
Valentine’s Day”  

Art Talks 
(4-6 x / year) 

TBD    

 
 
 



The Arts Council, Inc. (d.b.a. MartinArts) 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, July 23, 2026 | 5:30 p.m. 
Court House Cultural Center Gallery 
Present: Andrew Hammond, Suzy Hucheson, Chandler Josie, Leslie Judd, Marie Juriet-Beamish, Nerissa Okiye, 
Laura Giobbi (ex-officio) 
Absent: Nicki van Vonno and ex-officios: Nancy Johnson, Stacey Hetherington, Ed Ciampi, Amy Pritchett 
Staff: Nancy Turrell, Jennifer Hearn, Allison Shepard 
 
1. Welcome & Attendance - Meeting called to order at 5:32pm by Nerissa Okiye. A quorum was established. 
 
2. Approval of Previous Minutes - Suzy Hucheson motioned to approve the April 2026 meeting minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Chandler and approved unanimously. 
 
3. New Business 
a. Quarterly Metrics Report - Not ready for presentation due to competing staff priorities and revenue-
generating work. The report will be presented at the October 22 Board meeting. 
b. Volunteer Handbook – The draft Volunteer Handbook which establishes expectations, safety procedures, 
and operational guidelines was presented. The need was discussed for a formal grievance/complaint process 
and documentation procedures related to volunteer termination. Additional feedback should be submitted to 
Jennifer, and the final handbook will be presented at October meeting for formal approval.  
c. Bylaw Amendment — CEO Provision - Governance Committee identified a gap between the Council and 
Foundation bylaws regarding the Chief Executive Officer’s role and authority. The proposed amendment 
defining the CEO’s role, including personnel authority and Board-level grievance escalation, was moved by Suzy 
and seconded by Andrew. Amendment was approved unanimously. 
 
4. Financial Report - Andrew stated our short-term cash-flow challenge continues. Current revenue is 
insufficient to sustain operations without increased sponsorship and contributed income. To address the 
immediate payroll need, the Foundation advanced the August payment as well as a portion of anticipated 
London cultural excursion proceeds, totaling approximately $9,000. It was emphasized that board members 
should help in identifying sponsors, donors, and community partners. Longer-term sustainability will require 
diversification beyond state funding.  
 
5. Committee, Project & Partner Reports  
a. Court House Cultural Center Gallery - Current exhibition continues through August followed by the Member 
Showcase in September and October. Sunset Concerts have recently shown strong attendance. Board 
members are encouraged to identify potential exhibition sponsors.  
b. Arts Education / NEA Grant — Stuart High School – Work on the NEA grant to assist with planning for Stuart 
High School has been initiated. Heather Ivins will be project manager for the project that includes three 
workshops: an arts education curriculum session facilitated by AEP, and two artist led workshops, one for way 
finding with the City of Stuart and the other for future uses and programs. 
c. MartinArts Magazine - Magazine has been distributed by a zone-based volunteer delivery system to 
establish stronger relationships with distribution locations. The print run was reduced to control costs, and the 
Calendar will be promoted in an insert.  
 
6. Executive Director & Staff Updates 
a. Grants Update – Received a $5,000 TDC advertising assistance grant, which includes brochure support, Visit 
Florida membership, and advertising opportunities.  
b. Foundation News & Updates -  
Art Calendar - MartinArts has assumed responsibility for the Art for Living Calendar project previously 
managed by Helping People Succeed. Approximately 5 of 13 sponsors have been secured. Project is expected 
to generate approximately $40,000 in net income in its first year. 



ArtsFest — 40th Anniversary / 40 Stories for 40 Years - The Board discussed a proposed campaign to collect 
40 short video stories from artists, students, musicians, and community members in recognition of the 40th 
ArtsFest in February 2027.  
ArtsFest Committee Leadership - The committee currently has approximately 12 members compared with 
significantly larger committees at comparable festivals. Several leadership positions remain open, including 
Chopped logistics, Marketing/Promotions, Community Partners, Community Outreach, and Gates. All Board 
members are asked to identify and refer prospective ArtsFest volunteers.  
MartinArts Awards — November 15, 2026 - The Board received an update on the revised sponsorship structure, 
including opportunities to underwrite individual award categories and support the student scholarship fund. 
Strong nominations have been received, and tickets on sale in Sept.  
Stuart High School Campus Project - A team is being assembled to develop a formal offer to the school board 
for the property, while a separate team is addressing the capital gift requirements necessary to support the 
proposal.  
c. Property Tax Referendum – Nancy discussed with the board, the November property-tax referendum and its 
potential effect on MartinArts. As a tenant in a county-owned facility, MartinArts currently receives 
approximately $70,000 annually in county operating support, in addition to facility maintenance, insurance, and 
lawn care. This support could be affected by the referendum.  
 
7. Chairman’s Comments & Updates - Nerissa reviewed upcoming events and Board meeting dates. 
Nancy will be traveling August 27 – September 21. 
 
8. Comments from the Public - No public comments were noted. 
 
9. Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 
 
















